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Words from Reverend Wendy 

Dearest Ones: 

What a month July was 
for us!! We had so much 
fun together, from 
celebrating birthdays for 
our favorite 97-year-old 
to attending the Wild 
Goose Festival 2015 in 
Hot Springs, N.C.!  The 
days are hot and the rains 
have gone, but we 
continue to care for one another and to enjoy 
wonderful fellowship. As we move into our future 
together, we have so much to be thankful for at St. 
Bartholomew’s.  We have a healthy physical plant 
which still needs a few gutters and some rotted 
wood repaired here and there, but it is 
fundamentally sound. Sometimes we long for the 
way things used to be, but I love to revisit the 
scriptures that speak about worry and anxiety.  They 
remind us not to worry about our lives. They tell us 
that God has our backs, our fronts, and our whole 
beings if we just let Him. 

25 "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, 
what you will wear. Is not life more important than 
food, and the body more important than clothes? 
26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or 
reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable 
than they? 27 Who of you by worrying can add a 
single hour to his life ? 28 "And why do you worry 
about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. 
They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not 
even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like 
one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass 
of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe 
you, O you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, 
saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' 
or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For the pagans run after 
all these things, and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 
─Matthew 6:25-34 

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths 
straight. ─Proverbs 3:5-6 

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And 
the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. ─ Philippians 4:6-7 
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28 "Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light." ─Matthew 11:28-30  

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do 
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. ─John 
14:27 

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since 
as members of one body you were called to peace. 
And be thankful. ─Colossians 3:15 

22 Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain 
you; he will never let the righteous fall. ─ Psalm 
55:22 

25 An anxious heart weighs a man down, but a kind 
word cheers him up. ─Proverbs 12:25 

Some have voiced worry about the proposed 
revisions to the Book of Common Prayer.  It is 
always difficult to consider change. But as I studied 
the history a bit, I realized that we revise our Book 
of Common Prayer about every 50 years. We tend 
to preserve those things we love (like Rite I), and 
we remove the things that are no longer appropriate 
for our time.  We need to consider how to make 
church a place our children wish to attend and 
worship, and sometimes we need to listen to the 
voices of those who will follow us.  We will work 
together for the glory of God and for the love of 
our neighbors.   

In August, my husband, Stephen, and I will 
celebrate 25 years of marriage. I am so thankful for 
the special love we share.  I feel a little embarrassed 
to report those years because in this parish we have 
3 or 4 marriages who during 2015 will celebrate 
twice that—50 years of marriage!  Think about that 
for a moment.  The world has so changed and the 
ups and downs have been many, but these 
wonderful couples show us how we can remain one 
and enjoy our lives together.  Blessings and joy 
abound at St. Bartholomew’s.  

St. Bartholomew’s will continue to provide 
meaningful worship and fellowship in Hempstead 
and Waller County.  We have so much to look 
forward to in the future. We have a new class of 
acolytes being trained, and several people are signed 

up to be confirmed, and we have a wonderful 
Church Administrator and Newsletter Editor.  As 
the coming months unfold, we need to try and let 
our anxiety and worry slide away, and instead focus 
on coming together and supporting one another.  

Please know what joy I am privileged to see when 
each Sunday we gather to celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper.   You are each so precious to me and to that 
silly hook-tailed hound, Brownie.  Please never 
hesitate to call me at the church or my cell (713-291-
7195) if you need anything. 

With Christ’s Love and Peace, 

Rev’d Wendy 

 

 

Barks from Brother Brownie 

Dear Friends:  

Brother Brownie here. I have to say that I have had 
a very hard summer.  I have been studying scripture 
about dogs and it seems to me dogs are not 
portrayed very well in the Bible.  In particular, I 
have been studying chapter 7 of Matthew’s Gospel, 
which begins pretty well: “Do not judge, or you too 
will be judged.”  That is a really good reminder to 
us that we really don’t know what is going on in 



another’s life and we are not the ultimate judges of 
others—only God has that role. It has that 
wonderful part about looking at the speck in our 
brother’s eye when we have a plank in our own.  I 
find myself doing all sorts of judging and I know I 
am not perfect, so perhaps I need to work a little 
harder  on not making judgments about others.
  

Next in the scripture comes a part I am struggling 
with—“Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not 
throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may 
trample them under their feet, and then turn and 
tear you to pieces.” (Matt. 7:6)  At first I was so 
insulted, I thought maybe I was going to lose my 
bible.  But then I looked a little deeper into the 
scripture, and I found out some interesting things.  
In biblical times, the idea of dogs as pets was not 
very common.  We were not beloved pets, but 
rather sometimes even wild. There were packs of 
wild dogs roaming the countryside and the city 
streets. Nobody owned them. They were 
scavengers, and they probably still had a fair amount 
of wolf in their genetic make-up. No doubt dogs 
were driven out beyond the city gates now and then, 
but they always returned. Dogs mostly lived off the 
rubbish dumps outside the city walls, where they 
could find scraps of food.  They became so fierce 
and savage that Israel's enemies were poetically 
called “dogs” as a term of abuse.  

It was because of this type of dog that the Bible had 
such a low opinion of dogs in general. In the 
passage I have been studying, I actually think dogs 
and even the swine are used as metaphors for 
different types of sinners.  The dogs might signify 
people who spurn, oppose, and abuse the doctrines 
of the Gospel; people of special sourness and 
malignity of temper, who meet it like growling and 
quarrelsome curs.  So perhaps I should not be quite 
as worried about the depiction of dogs, because 
dogs in Biblical times may have acted a bit 
differently than we do today as beloved pets. 

But what does all this mean for us today?  Well first, 
we should not judge others.  We are always judging 
what others look like, speak like, and even the way 
they live. And it is pretty clear that’s not the way 
Jesus wants us to live with one another. And then 
the famous scripture about “Ask and it will be given 
to you—and do to others what you would have 
them do to you.” We are reminded that this simple 
statement summarizes the Law and the Prophets.  

That’s a pretty powerful message when you think 
about it.  How would you like people to treat you? 

I will tell you what I want. I want to have a nice 
bowl of food and clean water and a nice soft bed.  
So how can I make sure others have the same 
treatment?  I can tell you—I try to remind people 
to adopt pets who do not have a home so other pets 
can have a nice bowl of food, water and a warm bed.  
I also like to be loved by my family and friends.  And 
so I need to love them.  I also like to be respected 
by others and sometimes I am not very good about 
respecting others.  I am not sure some of my other 
dog friends can read, let alone write, so I am 
tempted to think how ignorant they must be.  BUT, 
that’s not how Jesus expects us to behave.  I better 
think a little more about treating others better. 

So you see even our Bible requires a little study and 
understanding to fully live into the lives of 
Christians.  This month let’s all treat others the way 
we would like to be treated… with love.  

Love, 

 

 

              -- 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

ECW Storybook Project   
 
“Mother and Child Reunion” was the title that 
caught my attention in the Texas Episcopalian.  I 
remembered how excited my daughter was each 
time I we sat with storybooks.  I know I read Green 
Eggs and Ham on a daily basis.  I remember reading 
The Polar Express one Christmas; even the college-
aged kids were listening.  Reading the article I 
realized the challenge of a child whose mother was 
incarcerated.  I’m sure monthly visits are difficult 
and over far too quickly.  The Storybook Project 
helps to connect the incarcerated mother with her 
child through reading.   

On August 16, Judith Dullnig will join our Sunday 
morning and share her experiences as executive 
director of this program.  The program originated 
in Chicago over 20 years ago.  Ms. Dullnig founded 
the program through St. Mark’s in Austin in 2005.   

The Storybook Project is a simple idea.  Donated 
books are carried to the prison.  Inmates select a 
book she believes her child would enjoy.  The 
volunteers then audiotape the mother reading the 
book aloud.  Book and tape are then delivered to 
the child.  A simple idea creates exceptional 
connections.  The child hears his/her mother’s 
voice.  The child hears, “Baby, I love you.  Be good, 
I’ll see you soon.”  The child knows this book was 
selected by mom just for him.  The child can also 
hear that voice and message every day.  He or she 
can fill the hole in their heart over and over. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a teacher I see many more results.  I see a 
positive experience for the mother.  She reads and 
reinforces the importance of reading.  I see no 
judgement or criticism, no lecture no promises.  I 
see a true connection while the mother reads and 
remembers better times.  I see the child have the 
same experience that other kids probably take for 
granted, sharing reading with mom.  I see normalcy 
for both child and mom. 

The ECW is sponsoring a covered dish luncheon 
after church on August 16.  Ms Dullnig will share 
more experiences and the needs of the ministry.  
The women have already collected over 50 books 
to support the project.  Please join us to learn the 
power of simple ministries and remember how you 
enjoyed a good story.  

 

        Announcements 
 

 Family pictures need to be given to me by 
July 26th.  If you have any questions please 
let me know.  For those who have not 
heard, Brenda Gunter has offered to take 
pictures for free and is offering a 50% 
discount off of enlargements and prints.  
Call her for an appointment at  
832-640-7944 

 If you did not get a newsletter in the mail 
for July please let me know.  Also, all 
newsletter submissions need to be turned 
in on the 15th of each month to Aubrey 
French.  His email is:  
frenchaubrey7@gmail.com 

 Sunday pew bulletins and inserts can be 
taken home with you.  If you miss a 
Sunday and would like that pew bulletin 
please let Cathy know and we will be sure 
to get it to you 

 

 

Lay Ministry 
 
Sunday 8/2 

Altar Guild Volunteer, Volunteer  

Chalice Bearer Bobby Drew 

Lesson Lector Helen Panetti 

mailto:frenchaubrey7@gmail.com
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If you have any 

suggestions or ideas 

that you would like to 

be in the newsletter, 

email Aubrey. 

 

 

Prayer Lector Susan LaFitte 

Ushers Darrell Lafitte, Gerald 
Ladig 

 
Sunday 8/9 

Altar Guild Volunteer, Volunteer 

Chalice Bearer Charles Menke 

Lesson Lector Susan LaFitte 

Prayer Lector Helen Panetti 

Ushers Darrell LaFitte, Gerald 
Ladig 

 
Sunday 8/16 

Altar Guild Volunteer, Volunteer 

Chalice Bearer Gerald Ladig 

Lesson Lector Nancy Wilson 

Prayer Lector Susan LaFitte 

Ushers Charles Menke, Tom Scholl 

 
Sunday 8/23 

Altar Guild Volunteer, Volunteer 

Chalice Bearer Bobby Drew 

Lesson Lector Helen Panetti 

Prayer Lector Susan LaFitte 

Ushers Darrel LaFitte, Gerald 
Ladig 

 
Sunday 8/30 

Altar Guild Volunteer, Volunteer 

Chalice Bearer Gerald Ladig 

Lesson Lector Nancy Wilson 

Prayer Lector Susan LaFitte 

Ushers Charles Menke, Tom Scholl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stbartshempstead.org/
http://www.stbartshempstead.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Bartholomew-Episcopal-Church-Hempstead-TX/1637244059838215
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Bartholomew-Episcopal-Church-Hempstead-TX/1637244059838215
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Bartholomew-Episcopal-Church-Hempstead-TX/1637244059838215
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Bartholomew-Episcopal-Church-Hempstead-TX/1637244059838215
mailto:revwend@gmail.com
mailto:cathybec@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
August Calendar 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

     
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

     1 

             

2 
-Service-

10:00 
-Birthdays- 

Della 
Hengal, 
William 
Devine 

 

 3 
-Birthday- 
Allyson 

Rodriguez 

 4 
 

 5 
 

 6 
 

 7 
-Birthday- 

Kathy 
French 

 8 
 

             

9 
-Service- 

10:00 

 10 
-Birthdays- 

Ray 
Holiday, 
Stefanie 
Kramer 

 11 
-Crafts- 

10:00-3:00 
-Birthday- 

Khristy 
Kluna 

 12 
-Birthday- 
Georganne 

Reeves 

 13 
 

 14  15 
-Birthday- 

Jay 
Flukinger 

             

16 
-Service- 

10:00 

 17 
-Birthday- 

Ann 
Menke 

 18 
-Crafts- 

10:00-3:00 
 
 
 

 19 
-Birthday- 

Henry 
Mikolajewski 

Jr. 

 20 
 

 21 
 

 22 
-Birthday- 

Darrell 
Lafitte 

             

23 
-Service- 

10:00 
-Birthday- 

Carl 
Nettles 

 
 
 

 24  25 
-Crafts- 

10:00-3:00 

 26  27  28  29 

             



Did You Know? 
 
Following are some odd facts you may not know 
about the Episcopal Church. All material found at 
http://www.epicenter.org/the-episcopal-
faith/episcopal-faith/faq/. 

 

Is the Episcopal Church known by 
any other names? 
Yes, the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society 
(DFMS) is the legal, corporate name of the 
Episcopal Church. When the church was 
incorporated 1821 its full legal name was the 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of 
America, but that name was changed when the 
church became international; the Episcopal Church 
is now in 16 nations. 

The church has also gone by several acronyms in 
the recent past, including ECUSA (pronounced 
“ee-KYOO-sah”), which stands for the Episcopal 
Church in the USA, as well as TEC for The 
Episcopal Church. 

 

Where did the Episcopal Church 
originate? 
Early English settlers established the Church of 
England in the original colonies of the United 
States, and in 1789, after the American Revolution, 
an assembly met in Philadelphia to unify all 
Anglicans in the United States into a single national 
church. A constitution was adopted along with a set 
of canonical laws, and the English Book of 
Common Prayer of 1662 was revised, principally by 
removing the prayer for the English monarch. 
Samuel Seabury was ordained in Scotland as the first 
American bishop. 

Why was the name “Episcopal 
Church” chosen?  
The Greek word episcopos means “bishop” or 
“overseer,” which is used because the Episcopal 
Church is governed by bishops 

What is the three-legged stool of faith 
in the Episcopal Church? 
Scripture, tradition, and reason. The source of this 
metaphor is generally attributed to the Rev. Richard 
Hooker (1554-1600), an Oxford University scholar 
who wrote: “What Scripture doth plainly deliver, to 
that the first place both of credit and obedience are 
due; the next whereunto, is what any man can 
necessarily conclude by force of Reason; after this, 
the voice of the church succeedeth.” Some scholars 
argue that the modern interpretation of a “three-
legged stool” is a misunderstanding of the passage; 
that in fact, 

Hooker explained the three components as being 
hierarchical, not equal. What do we mean by 
“scripture”? The Holy Scriptures, commonly called 
the Bible, are the books of the Old and New 
Testaments (BCP, p. 853). 

  

What do we mean by “tradition”? 
The Episcopal Church has inherited ancient 
traditions from apostolic times, as well as historical 
customs, laws, practices, and values that have 
become part of the common life of the church. 

  

What do we mean by “reason”? 
Reason is both the intellect and the experience of 
God that illuminates scriptures and tradition as they 
relate to our common lives, ministries, and 
contemporary situations. 
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St. Bartholomew Episcopal Church 
811 14th Street  
Hempstead, Texas 77445 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See you on Sunday at 10:00 am! 


